



!Pear All, 


The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) is an agreement between all 
governments in the world about the rights of all children everywhere. This year marks 
the 20th anniversary of the Convention. We have selected some rights that are very 
important to all children of India. The rights are written in a way that they are easily 
understood. You should know the rights that support you in growing up in good health, 
getting opportunities to learn and being loved and respected. We dedicate this book to 
you, the children of India, because these rights are yours and we are here to help you 
realise these rights. You are the present and the future of India. 



Karin ftulshof 

ONICEF India Representative 
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faWT, 


TOT 3#=fiR *R FTHI $ $ SI^R $ ftTO I teR ^ RWTf $ TOT ^ 

TOT#TT ll TO R^H ^ 4fa4f #fM ll 13% %% SiftTOT ^% I %t Ws\ % TO%f $ f%3 

TO^ U I ll TO 3#MR ^T 3TO 3% I ^1 3TRTT%t % 3TOTT TO R^l TOTOf % 3#TOT 
3TOI% ffrf ^ TO# # TO& FIRTO, #5% # TORR SIM 3R% TOT TOR <? 5rfcTMTT 31% % TO3 3#l 
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To Parents and Teachers Around the Country, 


The human rights of children and the standards to which all governments must aspire 
in realising these rights for all children, are most concisely and fully articulated in 
one international human rights treaty: the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The 
convention is the most universally accepted human rights instrument in history — it 
was ratified by India in 1^2 — and uniquely places children centre~stage in the cjuest 
for the universal actualisation of human rights. By ratifying this instrument, national 
governments have committed themselves to protecting and ensuring children s rights, 
and they have agreed to hold themselves accountable for this commitment before the 
international community. 



The Convention on the Rights of the Child is an universally agreed set of non" 
negotiable standards and obligations. It spells out the basic human rights of children. 
Every right in the convention is inherent to the human dignity and harmonious 
development of every child. The convention protects children s rights by setting 
standards for both parents and the state in health care, education and legal, civil and 
social services. These standards are benchmarks against which progress can be assessed 
and which states must regularly report both their successes and their failures to the 
international commun\ty at large. States that are party to the convention are obliged 
to develop and undertake all actions and policies in the light of the best interests of 
the child. 

The Convention on the Rights of the Child is the first legally binding international 
instrument to incorporate the full range of human rights — civil and political rights 
as well as economic, social and cultural rights, for children to realise their rights, 
the first step is knowledge of what those rights are and how they are to be utilised 
and assessed. As parents and teachers, you bear both the privilege and the duty to 
enlighten those in your co<re. We hope that this booklet will enable you to fulfill that 
duty, and we hope that together, we will build a brighter, more informed future for 
generations of Indian children to come. 
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to qr $ faq tonqq^ q fto, 


qw qnqiftoK qqr t qiqq^ to# mRmhh # snto qitotoK wr % toq tot Fto # to 
qrftq, toto fa$5 q ^W Fq % wt #1<K^ qRqiftoK tot% 3 #fa |: m #toK qT 
tomqi m totor attorn ^ toto uitoiPH m $ ##q qiqqiftoK ^< u i I - tot 3to 
3 Ws\ toRR qRqiftoK $ FFtotto mRmMH $ toq to # ^ to 

% to? 3 FsRT ll ffl viM=b< u l # 3 ^ % TF^T RW qMlfto # to CM toto 

to %% qtto If tot I cT«JT tot tofto F^SR % RR ^T yfaq^l % tto tot qqito 
toR qR # ll 

qMfto to?R ^ Fltotto m $ ##q OTW qR# #T qTKRT# qq qq5 ll q? 
qto $ srmR^r qiqqifto # fir qRqr ti toR qq sto #to qq#q tor wsit r to 
$ tom *r tor li totot q^T tfr qt tto mfr, tor q^T fto>, qito> q Rtoto to# 
# qRq^ ftoto qr# q? toto qitoqqr qq wr qRqr !i *t qRqr t tto fto I fto# 3 trr 
qq torr qq snqmq tor ^tt wm I to toqq totor ftofto Fq *t tot qrt tofto mpq 
qrt ton totqi q¥ qftor tfr # q^qr qr smqmqi to % toq 3 to tolqi qf ttr # 
toR qt FRq I qitoq qt qqq^T *ttotqtoqqTtorqn3;toqqT toto to qt to qrsq li 

qtotoK qr toto tot to# ^ qRqrftoff # qqiHq qto qM q?RT Mto Fq % qT®itot 
totto '3M c b< u i li qpito q qitoto toto ^ wr toto, mtoto qqr togto 
#toK qnttor ti qto >sto #torff # mq?r to, ?to to q?RT q^qq to #torff # 'qrqqto 
to qqT to qqqr 4 ^qqq qto q^ to I, qq qqRT li tomiqq^ qT fte % Fq ^ qq 
3qw f^toftoR qqr qto I fa to to # ?tof «iH«bi(l ^i rt ^q to I f% qq 3fto 
^tor 3w qto ftor to ^ qqq to to stmt I rn-mq rt totq to # qq^ 

#to qqr toto 4to qq toto qtoi 


Guiding principles: General requirements for all rights 

PfeFK RkM: M lg WIPT ■3TOWIR 



Article 1 

Everyone under 1 8 years 
of age has all the rights 
in this convention. 


TO 3 

cpf ^ TO v3TT^ ^ 
^ ci|Pkl4l‘ ^ 

TOT tl 


Article 2 

The convention applies 
to everyone whatever 
your race, religion, 
abilities, whatever you 
think or say, whatever 
type of family you 
come from. 

TO 3 

TOTTO TPft ^rfcT, H 
#TOT, fcfTO, TOT *TT 
qftro ^ TOTTf 

to: to^ ti 


Article 3 

All organisations 
concerned with 
children should work 
towards what is best 
for each child. 


TO 3 

TO? Tt *MftcT TPft 
WTT ST#E ^ 
TRfrFT I cff cf^i 
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Article 4 

Governments should 
make these rights 
available to all children. 


TO 

WMX # m 
M TO? # 
TO^ IFftl 


Article 6 

You have the right 
to life. Governments 
should ensure that you 
survive and thrive. 


TO ^ 

to# 

TO ll TOTR # TO# 
3rR#f#TT cf^TT f#TO 
^if^T TOTT #^1 


Article 1 2 

You have the right to 
say what you think 
should happen, when 
adults are making 
decisions that affect 
you, and to have 
your opinions taken 
into account. 

TO K 

TOT TO# PRTf#T 

TOT 3# # 

# TO# # 61-11 

I trt <rc -3fw f#nr 

TOcT 3T# 3TT '3#RTR I, 
-3?1< '37N# 46 # 

| f# TO# 
f#TTC # TOT 3 
Rl4l ^T#l 
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Survival and development rights: The basic rights to life 
and achieving one’s full potential 


arnft ssicr Jim 





Article 7 


You have the right to 
a legally registered 
name and nationality. 
You also have the right 
to know and, as far as 
possible, to be cared 
for, by your parents. 


siTwr tente ft 

1#£cT ^FT cT T^m\ 

siteK li 

wfi ft 1 
fk we qqq ft 
srcf '3#nnq^f srcr 
SfM 

ft SfteK f I 


Article 9 


You should not be 
separated from your 
parents unless it is 
for your own good, 
for example, if a 
parent is mistreating 
or neglecting a child. 
If your parents have 
separated, you have 
the right to stay in 
contact with both 
parents, unless this 
might hurt you. 


STTWt SPRt srffwft 
f cRT ^ <3W\ qff 

^ht qfe qq ^ 


q? WT '37F# ftcT 

f q ft, \i*u u iif qff 

3^ft sf stt 3R w 
tl '3TN^ Hldl-ftdl 
'^RFT-'JRFT ft ^ ft, 
ft ftft ft 

ddl^l 'SrfsjcfiK 

qq cri? '3rof 

f>tf '3MTcf q I 





-iFraszjr 
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Article 20 


If you cannot be looked 
after by your own 
family you must be 
looked after properly 
by people who respect 
your religion, culture 
and language. 


Article 22 


If you have come 
into the country as a 
refugee, you should 
have the same rights 
as children born in 
this country. 


'37TW tott qfcrrc 
TOft ^rrftq 

'31F# srf, ^RffcT cfSJT 
TO ^FTPT TOt ll 


'31FT STTO# 
sFRjT 'Ml# TOfit 
^ '3#rm TO ^ 

cfr^ sTEEf c^r f^TrT tl 
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Article 23 


If you have any kind of 
disability, you should 
have special care and 
support, so that you 
can lead a full and 
independent life. 


^ Mr wm 
MM I cTT 
Mr Mro cr r#r 
MRT 3TFT 

^ ? tot Mr 

4 Ml 
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Article 24 


You have the right to 
good quality health care, 
to clean water, nutritious 
food and a clean 
environment, so that you 
will stay healthy. 


SfTWr d^ 

dldd^ dfc ddT 
Mdld< u l dd 3#ddT I, 
f^TFf '3fFT 7t ^1 


IB 


Article 25 


If you are looked after 
by the local authority, 
rather than by your 
parents, you should 
have the situation 


Article 26 


You or your guardians 
have the right to help 
from the Government if 
you are poor or in need. 


reviewed regularly. 




dfc 3TF# 

Hldl-ftdl % d'dIM, ^dl4td 

5#lddT SRT ^TT Tft 

I dt ftdftd $ 

3TTWr Mcldf 4 MSd 
dddft ^[rfldl 


dfc end d#d dT 
dMdH4 I dt 3TTdd^t 
dT 3dd% 3#RIdd?t 
TO % WTddT dM 
dR^t dd 3#ddT ll 
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Article 27 


Article 28 


Article 29 


You have a right to 
a standard of living 
that is good enough 
to meet your physical 
and mental needs. The 
Government should 
help your family 
if it cannot afford to 
provide this. 

q>f Ml^cl 'Tff^R 

cTSfT HHRH 

q#-qffcr q>r ti^i 

WMT '37F# qfefR 

^ TRT qfe qft 

q? sror q? trt ^q^r 

qff TTT TR^I 


You have a right to 
an education. Primary 
education should 
be free. 


Education should 
develop your personality 
and talents to the fullest 
as possible. It should 
encourage you to 


respect your parents, 
and your own and 


SIR! ^ 


other cultures. 



stoT qpr qq 
siteR li qTqte Rm 
M qrflqi 


tor ¥t 
afeq q qfcRT 
v3cpfT RFTte qR tefr 
*rqq li q? sroT 

cT^T Tpq TTFf?M 

qq TfiTT q^ ^ Riq 

Malted q^i 
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You have a right to learn 
and use the language 
and customs of your 
family, whether these 
are shared by the 
majority of people in 
the country or not. 


You have a right to relax 
and play and to join in a 
wide range of activities. 


The Government should 
make the convention 
known to all parents 
and children. 



TfTT# TFFt qfcfK 4 
m\ F ftfcT-fcfR 
cf^TT JFJFF FT 
TiteR I, ^nt f? &r 
ff tiMm 

ftft f ftfcr fr ft f fri 





Tnwr TfRFT FTRt, fTT TF^TPT 4 FH-blO 

cfSTT 3FTFFT TFT FT TTTFFT Fit TT^ft FTFT-to 
FfclftM 3 3#fTT #Pt F F^Ft F^t FlftFl 
FF 3#fFFT ll 


I N I I ll 




IT ! I 


—= = 
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Protection rights: Keeping safe 


'$ff£| c bK: ^ftcT % ^1% ^ 


Article 1 9 


Governments should The Government should 

ensure that you are protect you from work 

properly cared for; that is dangerous, or 

and protected from that might harm your 

violence, abuse and health or education, 

neglect by your parents, 
or anyone else who 
looks after you. 


#11 # TTTT# RsRT #TT 

# I cru ^rr I *tt I## 

TfFT ^TT f^RTT 

TPT # TTTTO ^fcT qp ll 
WT-#PT qR Tl I 
3^4 ftnr, q 

V3^IT ^ T?l 



Article 32 


harm 



You should be protected 
from any activities 
that could harm your 
development. 


tern ^ 
#tt ^nf#i 
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Article 35 


Article 1 1 


Article 34 


The Government should 
make sure that children 
are not abducted 
or sold. 


The Government 
should take steps to 
stop you from being 
taken out of your own 
country illegally. 


The Government 
should protect you 
from sexual abuse. 


#tt ^ 

cfSfT F fh 


cfff^ % sm 
Tt WTFT t ^TFTT ^TT 
TFT ! # 

^ ffaFt ^ 

FFHT ^nftm 


TTWR ^ ^ 
^ T^l 
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You should not receive 
any cruel, inhuman or 
degrading treatment 
or punishment. 


% te fte, 
nr 

te te ^THT 
ten, ct^t enwr 
te ten tern 


Article 40 


If you are accused of 
breaking the law you 
should receive legal 
help. You should not 
be put in prison with 
adults and should be 
able to keep in contact 
with your family. Prison 
sentences for children 
should only be used 
for the most serious 
offences. 


m\ *o 


nft 'Sim nr te 
nn ten I nr ster 
wFmr tefr 
tern ante 4 >khik 3 


^tht ten te r ter 
3 ente te term 
% te 3 t^tt tern 
ter OTte tec 
snrcrn ^ ter 3 f 

ter ^ ^KMicr nn ^ 
te teni 
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Participation rights: Having an active voice 



Article 1 3 

You have the right 
to get and to share 
information, to meet 
together and to 
join groups and 
organisations as long 
as it is not damaging 
to you or to others. 

SJKT 93 

W\&\ if STlte 35T 

m ft 

m z{\ Mr 

'3PT TO 


Article 14 

You have the right 
to think and believe 
what you want, and to 
practice your religion, 
as long as you are 
not stopping other 
people from enjoying 
their rights. Parents 
should guide you on 
these matters. 

3TO t ^ ^ 

=FT, 

'3F7^’ ^ ^ MMd =f)T 


'3TN f^ft '5RT 
^ sflRlcT 37^1 

it Mte 
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Article 1 5 

You have the right to 
meet together and 
to join groups and 
organisations, as long 
as this does not stop 
other people from 
enjoying their rights. 


3TN#t sr m 3 

'3?R 

Wg ^TT TFRFf $#tTT 
cFfr f# fTT^ 'TRT 

oqRci4l* # srteR 
sflf^FT W #1 


Article 1 6 

You have a right to 
privacy. The law should 
protect you from 
attacks against your 
way of life, your good 
name, your families 
and your homes. 


?IRT ^ 

TUT# tecTT 3T TfteR 
ll 3TN4 #RT 

M, 3TN4 5rfcPS5T, 

TTN# qftcfR cRIT SR # 
#1 ^1% '3TTWT 
Tf <3TRRRt ^TcT 
RsHT #011 


Article 1 7 

You have the right to 
reliable information 
from the mass media. 
Television, radio and 
newspapers should 
provide information that 
you can understand, 
and should not promote 
materials that could 
harm you. 

?TRT W 

TTN#t 'TTTIWTf 5RT 

TfteR || 

cT TFTRTRT# #T 

'3HN c bl 

## # v 3TPT TT# 
cRF TIFT# #1 «l<a|c|| 
^T# #TT #0T f#T^ 
TTN#r #cT q|%l 
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My notes 
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Illustrations by Mehul Mahicha 
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